Chapter XI
"THE WORST PEOPLE ON EARTH"
BEFORE leaving New York I had endeavoured
to obtain all the facts available regarding the
tribes in this region. It was easy enough in the case
of the Quechua races or the head-shrinking Jivaros.
But when it came to the Ssabelas it was a different
matter. The only book I could find that even men-
tioned them was that of Gunther Tessman, who had
not been in the territory. The origin of their name,
Ssabela, was a puzzle which even he could not solve.
As a matter of fact, locally I seldom heard the
word "Ssabela" applied to them; in fact, no true
name at all, only appellations of obvious meaning,
such as "Aucas" (meaning wild people),
"Salvaches" (corruption of "savage"), "Aushiris"
(incorrect, for the true Aushiris live farther down
the Curaray River in Peru), "Chiripunos" (from the
name of the river they are said to dwell upon), and
"Puca-Aucas" (red-footed Aucas), from their sup-
posed custom of staining their feet as well as their
bodies with red pigment.
Eventually I was fortunate enough to gather con-
siderable information about Ssabelas. The best e$-
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